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FEATURED RESEARCH 
“To dissuade and defeat threats as early and as far from U.S. borders as possible.”  
THE NPS MARITIME DEFENSE AND SECURITY RESEARCH 





Dear Readers,  
     PLEASE submit a short 200-300-word article introducing your organization’s Mari-
time Security and Defense-related mission and activities or add an event to our cal-









































been 53  reported acts of piracy since December 31, 2010,  resulting  in significant  threats  to  the world’s 
shipping  industry.   Predicting potential  times and/or  locations of pirates who constantly change or alter 
Ambiguous Threat Analysis 
Law Enforcement Corner 
















The enormity of  the quandary  is not  lost on me.   Tasks such as  identifying wandering  fishing vessels or 
small freighters as likely pirate mother ships in the vast ocean expanse, requires a huge amount of work.  
While daunting,  I believe that historically, American  ingenuity,  innovation and resolve will provide some 
answers.       
 
 One  example  I  am  familiar  with  was  provided  by  a  retired  U.S.  Navy  Cryptologic  Technician/
Interpretive2 analyst during  the Vietnam War.    In  those days of  radio communications, CTI’s  looked  for 









  With  ambiguous  threat  analysis,  the  greater  frequency  and  amount  of  data  the  analyst  has  for 
comparison, the greater the  likelihood of decipherment of capabilities and  intentions.   As with  investiga‐
tions into organized crime, developing and building upon such knowledge and experience will strengthen 
our response capabilities to pirates and provide reference  for  future  interpretation of ambiguous threat 
data.     









Ambiguous Threat Analysis 
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 Since the Constitution became the law of the land in 1789, the U.S. Coast Guard has 
fought in almost every American war and safeguarded our Nation’s maritime interests in the heart-
land, in the ports, at sea, and around the globe. As country’s oldest continuous seagoing service, 
we protect the maritime economy and the environment, we defend our maritime borders, and we 
save those in peril. This history has forged our character and purpose as America’s Maritime 
Guardian — Always Ready for all hazards and all threats. 
 
 Today’s U.S. Coast Guard, with over 43,000 men and women on active duty, is a unique 
force that carries out an array of civil and military responsibilities touching almost every facet of 
the U.S. maritime environment. By law, the Coast Guard has 11 missions:  
Ports, waterways, and coastal security (PWCS) 
Drug interdiction (CD) 
Aids to navigation (ATON) 
Search and rescue (SAR)     
Living marine resources (LMR)    
Marine safety 
Defense readiness 
Migrant interdiction (AMIO) 
Marine environmental protection (MEP) 
Ice operations 
Other law enforcement 
 
  
 Since its transfer to the Department of Homeland Security in 2001, the Coast Guard has 
taken a more prominent role in the PWCS mission set. The PWCS mission entails the protection 
of the U.S. Maritime Domain and the U.S. Marine Transportation System (MTS) and those who 
live, work or recreate near them; the prevention and disruption of terrorist attacks, sabotage, es-
pionage, or subversive acts; and response to and recovery from those that do occur.  Conducting 
PWCS deters terrorists from using or exploiting the MTS as a means for attacks on U.S. territory, 
population centers, vessels, critical infrastructure, and key resources.  PWCS includes the em-
ployment of awareness activities; counterterrorism, antiterrorism, preparedness and response op-
erations; and the establishment and oversight of a maritime security regime.  PWCS also includes 
the national defense role of protecting military outload operations. 
 
For more information on the Coast Guard and its many mission sets, please visit http://
www.uscg.mil/top/missions/.    
 
Article contributed by:  LT Robert Bixler,  Robert.A.Bixler@uscg.mil 
The Coast Guard’s Role in Homeland Security 
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NPS THESES 
 
Foerster, Paul. The Fire Service's Role in Maritime Homeland Security. March 2011. 
http://edocs.nps.edu/npspubs/scholarly/theses/2011/March/11Mar_Foerster.pdf 
 
ABSTRACT: Since September 11, 2001, the fire service role as first responders has changed to include 
acts of terrorism. United States ports and areas in the marine domain provide terrorists with a wide vari-
ety of targets to attack. The marine domain presents many difficult and unique problems to homeland 
security. The open nature of ports with the high volume of goods and services, key infrastructures, and 
the large number of agencies with jurisdiction create a complex environment to protect. Many fire de-
partments that protect and respond to incidents in the marine domain have little specialized equipment, 
special knowledge, or training needed to respond to terrorists attacks in this area. This document looks 
at the roles the fire service has in homeland security in the marine domain. Based on findings from mari-
time leaders, five roles emerged: Homeland Security Presidential Directive-8, intelligence and informa-
tion sharing, area maritime security committee, interagency exercises and training and public/private 
partnerships. This document demonstrates the fire department’s role in each of these areas, and provide 













Somalia [especially piracy] maps - http://www.unitar.org/unosat/maps/102 
May 31-Jun 3  Maritime Stakeholder’s Conference,  NORAD and  USNORTHCOM HQ, Peterson 
AFB, CO    https://registration.noradnorthcom.mil/gateway/default.aspx 
 
Jun 20-23 79th MORS Symposium, at NPS  http://www.mors.org  
Jun 27-29  Maritime Systems and Technologies  (MAST) EUROPE 2011: PARC CHANOT, Marseil-
le, France  http://www.mastconfex.com/ 
 
July 13-14  9th Security Workshop , National University of Singapore   (Dr. Tom Huynh, 
thuynh@nps.edu) 
July 25-29  Classified Advanced Technology Update at NPS  http://www.nps.edu/catu/ 
 
Nov 14-16   MAST Americas, Washington DC    http://www.mastconfex.com/ 
 
Future Events: 
